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THE CIRCULAR, 


Has for its fundamental principles the Religion of the 
Bible, and the Socialism of the Primitive Church. Its aim 
however, is to give its readers also a supply of general in- 
telligence, and the news of the day. 

Texms—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 
Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers will be sent to those requesting them 
Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper, should re- 
turn usacopy with his name and residence written upon it, 
and the simple order, ‘ Discontinue.’ 

Address *“ THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.” 


The Oneida Association 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 


Nursery Fruit Trees of choiceVarieties; Grape 
Vines, Strawberry Plants &c.; Vegetables and 
Fruits in their season, at the Community Gardens. 

; Tuackxer, Superintendent. 
rey" 

Steel-Traps of the most approved Descriptions, 
for frontier and western Trapping, manufactured 
by the Community. 

8S. Newuouse, Superintendent. 


Garden=Hoes: A new and very complete arti- 
cle called the Scurrie Hor, is manufactured and 
offered to the gardening public as above. 
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Sewing-Silks: Merchants and Traders supplied 
with the various kinds of American manufacture, 
at wholesale prices. 

A. W. Carr, O H. Miter, C. Otps, Agents. 
an Assortment of our own 
stock. 
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Traveling-Bags: 
Manufacture, from carefully selected 
Merchants supplied. 

H. W, Burnuam, 


Mrs. E. Wuirrrevp, Superintendents. 





Cravats: Satin Spring Cravats of the best 
styles, and thoroughly made. 
Mrs. 8. Van Veuzer, Superintendent, 
Palm-leaf Hats manufactured and for sale at 


the Community. 
Mrs. A. OC. Sears, Superintendent. 





Milling : Custom work done as usual at the 
Community Grist-mill, 
D. J. Haut, Miller. 


Renee 

Job-Printing: most kinds of Printing carefully 
executed at the Crrcutar Office. 

Designing and WoodeEngraving by E. 
De Larre, Oneida Association. 
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Orders in any of the above branches 
may be addressed by letter or otherwise to 


THE ONEIDA ASSOCIATION, 


Oneida Depot, Madison Co., NW. Y. 








Putney Commune. 


GARDENING, NURSERY -GROW- 
ing and Milling. Address, 


M. L. WORDEN, .... PUTNEY, VT. 





Wallingfora Commune. 
FRUIT & MARKET GARDENING, 


Traveling=-Bags 
Manufactured and for Sale. Address, 
ALLEN, ... WALLINGFORD, CONN. 


PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 


A. 





The Berean; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church : 


an octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, 1,50. 


Bible Communism; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches; presenting, 
in connection with thejr History, a summary 
view of their Religious and Social Theories.— 
128 pages, octavo Price 50 cts. Printed and 
published atthe office of The Circular, Oneida, 
N. Y. 


Salvation from Sin; Explained and De- 
fended by J. H. Noyes. Pamphlet, 6 1-4 cts. 


Annual Reports; (24 and 3rd) of the 


Onerwa Association. Price 12 1-2 cts. 


pas~Past Volumes of the Circular, and the 
Perfectionist, can be furnished; and any of the 
above Publications may be sent by mail to all 
parts of the country. 

bay Persons writing to us on business con- 
nected with the Circular, or for the purpose of or- 
dering any of the ahove publications, are particular- 
ly requested to write their name, Post-office and 
State, as distinctly as possible. 


Who are the Visionaries? 

The doctrine of being ‘led by the 
Spirit,’ is esteemed by many religious 
teachers as heretical and dangerous ; 
churches are cautioned to beware of it, 
as unsafe and delusive ; and those who 
hold it are not unfrequently stigmatized 
as fanatical and visionary. This doctrine 
is a main feature of Perfectionism, and 
our characters and schemes have often 
been aspersed on account of it. Never- 
theless, we are not ashamed of it ; but 
on the contrary believe it is worthy of all 
acceptation, and destined in due time to 
work its way by its own intrinsic worth, 
to popular favor. Let us look at it for a 
moment in the light of the New Testa- 
ment, and see if we cannot honestly claim 
for it the candid consideration of professed 
Christians. 

Those who receive the Bible as God’s 
book, profess to believe that Jesus Christ 
is living in the heavens. This belief is 
authorized by Christ himself, by Paul, 
and by five hundred other believers who 
saw him after his resurrection. This 
same Jesus, before his crucifixion, and in 
view of it, promised his followers that he 
would not leave them comfortless, but 
that he would come to them, and be with 
them and im them, in a more intimate 
and effectual manner after his ascension 
into the heavens, than he had been while 
companying with them personally ; he 
would send them his Spirit, which would 
‘bring all things to their remembrance, 
whatsoever he had said unto them,’ ‘ lead 
them into all truth,’ and endue them 
with a power and wisdom which their 
adversaries should not be able to gainsay 
or resist. When they were brought be- 
fore kings and governors for his sake, 
they were not to rely on their own wis- 
dom, or even to take thought how or 
what they should speak ; ‘ for it should 
be given them in that same hour what 
they should speak ;’ in a word, the rev- 
alation of himself in them—his wisdom, 
his power, his consolation, his strength— 
was to be commensurate with their ne- 
cessities. 

In accordance with their realization 
of these promises, the apostles and teach- 
ers of the Primitive church acknowledged 
their own weakness, their utter incompe- 
tency for the work before them, and con- 
fessed CurisT IN THEM as their sufficiency. 
They constantly held up his death and 
resurrection as the means by which ‘a 
new and living way’ had been opened, of 
access to and fellowship with the Father 
and the Son. They confessed that the 
mighty energy which wrought in Christ 
when. he was raised from the dead, was 
also working in them, in all its varied 
developments, transforming their char- 
acters, griginating and controlling their 
thoughts and actions, renewing their life, 
and quickening their mortal bodies.— 
They were conscious of its mighty work- 
ing, and they preached that the Spirit 
they had received would leaven their 
whole natures, and result at last in their 
complete participation with Christ in his 
victory over death. Their ‘ vile bodies’ 





were to be raised, or changed, and fash- 





ioned like unto his ‘ glorious body.’ This 
was the ‘hope’ before them, And who 
that believes that Jesus Christ is risen, 
and glorified in the heavens, can gainsay 
the fact that they also are with him there, 
who first received his resurrection ener- 
gy ? 

In view of such facts as these, is the 
doctrine of being ‘led by the Spirit’ de- 
serving of the stigma of fanaticism ?—a 
chimera of the brain? We trow not.— 
If Paul could say of the Primitive church 
that their faith was in vain, if Christ had 
not risen from the dead, so can we also 
say that our faith isin vain—and the 
faith of all Christendom is in vain—if 
such experience as is recorded above was 
not the actual and legitimate fruit of 
being ‘led by the Spirit.’ Communica- 
tion with the heavens is ended, and all 
hopes of the Millennium are without 
foundation, if it is true, or ever was, that 
the sons of God are not ‘led by the spirit 
of God.’ For how can the kingdoms of 
this world ever become the kingdoms of 
Christ, unless he can find men and wo- 
men who will consent to be vessels of his 
spirit and agents of his will ?—a party 
who will vote for him, confess his name 
among men, and be the representatives 
of his mind and truth in the earth ? 

If we believe that Jesus Christ is liv- 
ing, and accessible, now as ever, (which 
is the theory, at least, of all who profess 
his name,) what is our proper attitude 
toward him ? Shall we conceive of his 
religion in the fashionable light, as an 
affair of the soul merely, to all intents 
and purposes intangible to the senses ; 
while we blindly devote our bodies, as 
slaves of mammon and of sin, to worldly 
pursuits for a little season, and at last 
surrender them to death ?—Shall we 
‘grovel here below’ in selfishness and un- 
belief until the Millennium is at our doors, 
expecting that in some favored hour, 
and by some unintelligible process, the 
glorious era will be ushered in upon us ? 
Verily, such conceptions of the gospel are 
‘visionary.’ It is more rational to recog- 
nize Jesus Christ as the bona fide Kine 
of the world, having his plans for its sub- 
jugation, and yearning for actual con- 
junction with it. If we accept him as 
such, it becomes us, and it is but our 
‘reasonable service,’ that we present to 
him our badies, as well as our souls, ‘a 
living sacrifice,’ holy, and acceptable unto 
God, as ‘vessels sanctified and meet for 
the Master’s use, and prepared unto every 
good work.’ Thus shall we become ‘ tem- 
ples of the Holy Ghost,’ and our whole 
heart, soul, mind and strenzth be enlis- 
ted in intelligent codperation with our 
King. Who will not yield themselves 
to such a destiny ? 


Denial of Christ, 


‘“‘ Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: every spir- 
it that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh is of God ; and every spirit that confesseth not 
that Jesus Christ ‘is come inthe flesh, is not of 
God: and this is that spirit of Antichrist, whereof 
ye have heard that it should come; and even now 
already is it in the world.” 1 John 4: 2,8 


This passage considered as referring 
merely to the external confession or de- 
nial of the fact that Jesus Christ, the 
promised Messiah of the Jews, appeared 








in the world eighteen hundred years ago, 
is certainly at the present time no test at 
all of true or false spirits ; for the great 
mass of those who live within the bounds 
of Christendom, even of those who make 
no pretensions to religion, confess that 
fact in words as readily and constantly 
as the most devout believer. But this is 
manifestly a superficial view: of the apos- 
tle’s language. There is such a thing as 
confessing or denying that ‘ Jesus Christ 
is come in the flesh,’ in a testing sense, 
now, as there was in John’s day. Even 
if we waive all reference to the theory 
that this passage relates to a personal 
confession of Christ present in believers, 
it can be shown that, in that limited sense 
which relates only to the coming of the 
Messiah in his own flesh, it discriminates 
by fair implication, between true and false 
spirits, in all ages. What is involved in 
the fact that ‘Jesus Christ is come in 
the flesh ?’? We answer : this fact carries 
with it several other facts, viz., the intro- 
duction of the New Covenant, the aboli- 
tion of legality, the opening of the ‘ way 
into the holiest,’ the coming of that faith 
and the gift of that blood which makes 
an end of sin, and brings in everlasting 
righteousness. Whoever confesses these 
facts confesses that ‘ Jesus Christ is come 
in the flesh.’ But they who see no essen- 
tial difference between the present dis- 
pensation and that which preceded the 
coming of Christ, who place the saints of 
all ages on the same level of privileges, 
and quote from the Old Testament to 
prove that ‘there is no man that liveth 
and sinneth not,’ who cleave to ordinances, 
and carnal commandments, and legal dis- 
cipline, and refuse that blood which 
‘cleanseth from all sin,’ plainly declare 
that in their view, ‘all things remain as 
they were from the foundation of the 
world,’ and so to al] intents and purposes, 
deny that the Son of God has come into 
the world. For it is clear that if there 
has been no change of dispensation, if no 
victory over sin has been won for us, 
which was not given to the Old Testament 
saints, then either Christ has not come, 
or, if he has come, has done nothing, and 
is therefore no Christ at all. How many 
are there who in this way, ‘confess not 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh,’ 
and so prove themselves Antichrists ? 





‘God Arranges our Circumstances,’ 
NOTES OF EXPERIENCE. 

My health was impaired, and my mind 
weakened ; my situation seemed most imperi- 
ously to demand quiet and repose. Instead of 
this, however, it seemed to me there had never 
been so much stir and commotion in the house 
as at this time-—with more than ordinary cere- 
mony in the preparation for supper—persous 
passing and repassing up and down stairs— 
opening and shutting of doors. I found that it 
was utterly in vain to think of composing my- 
self by reasoning, and gave up all hope of re- 
lief from anything iu myself’, or from those 
about me. At this juncture, this truth, was 
forcibly impressed upon my mind: That God 
arranges our circimstanes. It at once dis- 
pelled all attention to outward annoyances, and 
brought wich it a peace and composure which I 
am quite sure nothing else could give. I felt 
at once that not a door could be opened, nor a 





— 


= 


nae ae ree 


42 


THE CIRCULAR. 








movement be made, but what is under the cog- 
nizance of my heavenly Father. ‘ It is true,’ I 
said, ‘that my particular cireumstances are 
small affairs for the basis of so important a doc- 
trine as that God arranges all our circumstan- 
ces; but if it is true, as said our Savior, that 
not a sparrow falls te the ground without his 
notice, ‘and the very hairs of our head are all 
nambered,’ then nothing is too small for his no- 
tice that concerns the welfare of his children. 

I confess it was an agreeable surprise, and 
to me, an interesting coincidence, when, as I 
opened the Circwlar the next morning, (aud 
which had arrived the evening before,) one of 
the first articles that met my eyes was entitled, 
‘ God arranges our Cireu:nstances.’ I received 
it ay a confirmation of what [ had experienced 
in my own heart, and could fully testify to the 
truth that it puts us in the way to rejoice ev- 
ermore ; and that recognizing the hand of God 
in our trials, whether small or great, they van- 
ish as if by magic. My improved health, and 
the peace of mind L have enjoyed since, 
strengthens me to believe, that through the 
grace of God, and the confession of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, I shall not suffer unbelief to rob 
me of the consoling truth, that ‘ God arranges 
uur circumstances.’ P. N. 
Putney Commune. 
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Hints to Contributors. 

1. You would secure the thanks of THe PRINTERS 
if you would be particular to make your quota- 
tions verbatim et literatim. Have no guess-work, 
but tae pains to ascertain that every word of ev- 
ery sentence is exactiy like the original. As an 
example of mis-quoting, one of our correspondents, 
in, a late commuuication, in transcribing a pas- 
sage from the book «f Numbers concerning Eldad 
and Medad, changed suid personages into Eldred 
and Medred ! 

2. You would secure the thanks of THE FDITORS 
by giving titles or headings to your articles. A 
communication should not be considered finished 
until it has a title; and the weiter thereof ought 
to be better qualified than any one else to make a 
good one; for he best understands the leading 
thought which he has sought to express. At all 
events, surmount your pieces with titles—good 
ones if you can think of them; if not, then the 
best that come to your mind. 

3. You will secure the thanks of THE READERS 
of the Circular, by freely contributing to its col- 
umns such thoughts and facts of general interest 
as come within the circle of your attention, and 
not permitting any criticism that your productions 
may chance to receive to check your disposition 
to do the best you can in the way of entertainment 
and edification. 





Aurelius Augustinus, Bishop of Hippo. 

Among those who have exercised a formative 
an@ shaping influence on the theology and doc- 
trines of the prevailing churches, Saint Augustine, 
or Aurelius Augustinus, Bishop of Hippo, stands 
conspicuous. Public attention has been called to 
him during a few years past by the publication 
in Europe, and republication in this country, of 
several works on his life and character; the most 
recent of which is by Prof. Schaff of Mercers- 
burg, Pa. From a review in Putnam’s Monthly, 
and from other sources, we gather some items 
concerning him, which we will present to our 
readers : 

He was born November 13tb, 354, at Tagaste, 
a city in the Northern part of Africa, near the 
site of the ancient city of Carthage, now in the 
Barbary States. His mother was a devoted mem- 
ber of the Catholic church. With her, it is said, 
he was an object of solicitude and prayer from his 
birth till the age of thirty-two, when he was con- 
verted to the Yatholic faith. From a wild, im- 
petuous boy early developed by that south- 
ern climate, he became a passionate youth, the 
slave of lust and worldly pleasure. He studied 
rhetoric at the university of Carthage, ard after- 
wards embraced the profession of ‘rhefor, or 
public speaker, and teacher of the arts of specch. 
‘{n those days,’ says he, ‘I taught rhetoric, and. 
overcome by cupidity made sale of loquacity.’— 
This profession he followed first in his native city, 
and afterward in Carthage. 


“During his residence at Carthage he connected 
himself with the sect of the Manicheans, a flourish- 


ing heresy of early Christendom, and one which 
then divided with the Arians tho contempt and 
abhorrence of the Catholic church. Forevenat 
that early period the Catholicchurch was a pow- 
erful and compact body amid the formations of 
the Christian world. Fora century past it had 
been shaping its doctrine, defining its position, 
and eliminating all that would not conform to its 
tests. Not to be a Catholic, in the judgment of 
this church, was not to bea Christian. To be 
out of the pale of that organization was to be out 
of the fold of Christ 

The Manicheans professed to be Christians.— 
But with this profession they incorporated a 
system of philosophy derived from Manes or 
Mani, a Persian philosopher of the third century, 
who claimed to be the Paraclete, or ‘Comforter,’ 
promised by Christ to his disciples. It would 
lead us too far from our theme to attempt so 
much as an outline of that philosophy. Its dis- 
tinguishing feature, characteristic of Persian 
thought, was dualism. That is. in addition toa 
self-existent, eternal Good—the God of the Christ- 
ijans—it maintained a self-existent. eternal Evil. 
This Evil is embodied in matter, identical with 
it, but still an active agent, a Prince of Darkness, 
forever warring against the Good. The Mani- 
cheans carried this dualism into human nature.— 
They held that man has two souls, a good and an 
evil, the one the offspring of God, the other the 
child of the Devil.” 

From Carthage he went to Rome, where he 

continued his profession. But sickness, want 
of success and unrest of spirit, soon caused him 
to leave Rome for Milan, where he obtained the 
post of public teacher of rhetoric. From his 
residence at Milan, may be dated the commence- 
ment of his religious career. Here at the age 
of thirty-two he was converted, and received by 
baptism into the Catholic church. Soon after 
he returned to Africa, to his native city, Tagaste, 
sold the property inherited from his father, and 
gave the proceeds to the poor, reserving for 
himself, only so much as would suffice for the 
bare necessities of life. Three years after, he 
was appointed presbyter of Hippo Regius, the 
modern Bona, and in 395, un the death of the for- 
mer incumbent, he was appointed Bishop of that 
See; which office he held until his death in 430. 
These are the principal data in Augustine’s 
life, and we have noted them chiefly as pre- 
liminary toa few remarks on his character and 
position as a religious teacher. 
Principles and doctrines are the expression of 
antecedent, personal life. New Testament Christi- 
anity centers back in the Apostles, Paul, Peter, 
John, &c., who were the embodiments of what 
they taught, and back of them in Christ, a per- 
sonal being. Every truth and every lie is the 
projection of an individual, personal existence. In 
this way, Aurelius Augustinus, Bishop of Hippo, 
projected himself in the future. He may be 
called the father of the most prominent dogmas 
and doctrines of modern, sin-serving Christen- 
dom. The Calvinistic doctrines; of imperfec- 
tion, which exalts the legal experience described 
in the seventh chapter of Romans as the true 
type of Christian life; and of total deprav- 
ity, denying to all men any natural predis- 
position or ear for the truth, properly date back 
to the fifth century and to Augustine as their 
author. [See Stuart’s Commentary on Romans 
7: 5—25; Excursus VI., pp. 553—562.] How 
far he was qualified to be a religious teacher 
may be judged of by studying the leading char- 
acteristics of his career. From the age of 
sixteen till thirty-two, he was the devoted slave 
of worldliness and libidinous passion. At the 
latter age he was convicted of his sinfulnese, 
and converted ; converted to what? Not to the 
resurrection-gospel of ‘Christ crucified,” and of 
‘grace without law,’ which Paul preached, but to 
a legal, ascetic perversion of Christianity, which 
never freed from condemnation, never justified 
the recipient. With conversion came the re- 
action of his former life. He had, in the languege 
of his reviewer in Putnam’s Monthly, “ turned his 
eye inward, and looked through the rifts of pas- 
sion, down into the unsunned depths of his 
breast—into hideous gulfs of bottomless guile— 
into weltering abysses of insatiate lust, and saw 
the hells opened—hell underneath hell—in his 
darkling, selfish breast.” But he never rose up 
beyond the flaming glare of former sin, Into the 
clear sunlight uf heaven’s atmosphere, where he 
could say, on the basis of union with a risen, post- 
humous Savior: “ There is therefore now no con- 
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.— 
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
hath made me free from the law of sin and death.’ 
He never advanced beyond the 7th of Romans 
experience which cries out: “O wretched man 
that I am, who shall deliver me from the body of 
this death.” 

Every man must eventually be estimated ac- 





cording to his real value and works, and to this 
rule of judgment, Augustine has not yet been 


subjected by his fellow-men. A false halo of 
glory has been thrown around him by his suc- 
cessros, and we find him exalted to the highest 
pinnacle of piety, and Christian example—the 
serene mountain-top of experience, from whence 
to view the progress of Christianity. Paul's gos- 
pel of the resurrection has been forgotten, and 
Augustine’s gospel has usurped its place. Says 
the writer quoted above, “The doctrine of the 
bishop of Hippo has survived the decline of papa- 
cy; has reproduced itself into the formularies of 
Protestantism; has been transplanted from the 
Old World to the New by the fostering care of 
the Puritans, and constitutes to this day the staple 
of American theology. Since the days of the 
apostles, no Christian (?) ecclesiastic has exer- 
ted such sway, or obtained such following.* * * 
In many a New England Sunday-school, to this 
day, the unconscious catechumen receives from the 
Assembly’s Catechism the hereditary burden of 
Augustine’s theology,”’ And this ‘ doctrine,’ this 
‘hereditary burden,’ is the stupendous lie, of 
which Augustine was the medium of expres- 
sion, which denies to man present and perpetual 
Salvation from Sin and its consequences as THE 
GIFT OF THE GOSPEL OF Curist. We would not 
deprive Augustine of one jot or tittle of his value 
or credit (and he has undoubtedly performed a 
function in the legal dispensation to the Gentiles) 
but we protest against his being received as the 
teacher and representative of apostolic Christ- 
ianity. 





Fifty Years Hence. 

People are generally fond of telling stories 
about the customs and fashions of their ancestors, 
with little thought, however, that their descen- 
dants, will have, in turn, as curious stories to re- 
late concerning their progenitors. But we opine 
that many things which are now fashionable and 
considered in every sense proper, will excite much 
merriment and some astonishment fifty years from 
this date. It will be then stated (we fancy) as 
almost incredible facts, that women once wore 
dresses which reached to the ground! that ladies 
were seen walking the streets in wet, sloppy wea- 
ther, with light kid shoes on! that people had 
servants who lived in the basements of their hou- 
ses, and did not eat at the same table with the 
rest of the family! that it was considered by 
many persons impossible for a hundred people to 
live together in Community without quarreling ! 
et cetera. Those who wish to have stories to 
tell fifty years hence, would do well to take notes 
as they pass along. 





The Magnetic Element of Food. 


The following remarks on this subject were 
made by Dr. Wellington at a meeting of the 
American Institute Farmers’ Club. We are glad 
to see science pushing its investigations in this di- 
rection. The idea that there is a magnetic as well 
as a nutritive element in food is perhaps a new 
one, but we think there is a vein of truthin it 
that can be worked much deeper than the Dr 


appears to have gone. 

“Tam satisfied from many experiments that 
food has a magnetic influence upon the system, as 
well as nutritive. Hence the invigorating effect 
we feel from taking food into the stomach before 
it has been digested. This is the magnetic effect, and 
hence when it is necessary to invigorate the parts 
of the system most affected by that subtle fluid, 
we must take the right kind of food. I em sat- 
isfied that all kinds of grain are better for nerve 
and brain work than roots or edibles that mature 
out of sunlight. Of all food for this magnetic 
power, dry peas will give the most. Next oats, 
and ripe grains eaten with the outer covering or 
bran. In short, no man who feeds exclusively 
upon potatoes can equal the eater of peas and vats 
as a brain-worker, or any action that requires 
great power of nerves and muscles. Magnetic 
foodishair or wool-producing, hence peas, beans, 
oats, &c., are fed to sheep to increase the fleece. 
If a man is subjected to continual currents of elec- 
tricity, it will increase the growth of his hair and 
beard. When a man is charged with electricity, 
the effect is very visible upon his hair. The same 
effect, in a smaller degree, may be produced by 
food. It isa matter that needs investigation.— 
The fact that certain kinds of food give more 
agility to horses is well known—the reason is not 
well understood.” 

We would suggest that the Dr.’s theory might 
perhaps be extended further—that the differ- 
ent kinds of fruit, of which there 1s almost an 
endless variety, may be found to furnise more 
magnetic power, are better for nerve and_ brain- 
work, and we mightadd for socializing the charact 
er, than even the cereals are. We have long been 
growing in the conviction that the different kinds 
of food have a sensibly different effect upon the sys- 
tem ; that the heavier, heartier aliments are of ser- 
vice mainlyin strengthing the physical man, while 
the lighter kinds of diet are more a medium of 





life and invigoration to the mind and spirit, tend- 


ing more to genialize and socislize the nature.— 
It is a well known fact that in proportion as men 
are hard workers, they are almost invariably hard 
eaters, their life running mainly in the physical 
channel, and that digestive complaints pertain 
mainly to persons of mental pursuits and seden- 
tary habits. This we think furnishes a clue, at 


seem to imply that our food should be adapted 
to the business or occupation in which we are 
engaged. It points also to the more important 
consideration, that in proportion as men are de- 
livered from the curse of exhausting toil, and rise 
into the vigor of the resurrection, they will de- 
rive their sustenance more from the fruits of the 
garden, and less from the products of the field.—- 
But the full solution of this subject will only be 
found in the recognition of the agency of spirits 
in the magnetism of our food, and the acknowl- 
edgement of Christ as the source of all true mag- 
netism—making eating and drinking an ordinance 
of fellowship with him, and reception of his life. 





NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


A GOVERNOR OUSTED. 

Kansas isnot alone in furnishing material for 
contested elections. A rather novel case has trans- 
pired lately in Wisconsin. A Mr. Barstow, it is 
affirmed, by gross frauds was duly returned and 
certified as elected Governor of the State, and sworn 
into office accordingly. His opponent, Mr. Bash- 
ford, obtained a writ from the Supreme Court re- 
quiring him to appear before it and show by what 
title he held the office. As the prosecuting Attor- 
ney was his political friend he endeavored through 
his help to evade the writ; but finding that the 
Court were in earnest, he next sent them a message 
denying their jurisdiction and declaring he would 
resist their authority by all the power of the State 
This measure also failed him, proving too extreme 
& measure for even his political friends. As a 
last resort, to avoid an investigation, he resigned, 
and Mr. Bashford has since been declared bythe Court 
the regularly elected candidate. Later intelligence 
says that the latter has been sworn into office, and 
assumed the duties of the Governorship. 


THE PROHIBITORY LIQUOR LAW ANNULLED. 
The Prohibitory Liquor Law of the State of N. York 
has been declared by the. its highest tribunal, tho 
Court of Appeals, unconstitutional. The principal 
grounds upon which they base this decision, are 
that it violates the constitution, by taking the prop- 
erty of the citizen without due process of law; and 
deprives the party accused of the right of trial by 
jury. 

THE SLAVERY QUESTION IN CALIFORNIA. 
A decision has lately been given on the subject ot 
slavery by a judge of the Supreme Court in Cali- 
fornia, strongly favoring the anti-slavery side of 
the question. What is considered as muking the case 
® more notable one, is the fact that the judge was 
born and brought up, and previous to his emigra- 
tion to California always lived in a slave state. The 
facts in the case are briefly these: some person who 
had emigrated to California from Mississippi; and 
had brought with him several slaves, which by the 
laws of the state of California were free, was pre- 
paring to go to Texas and take them with him, where 
they would again become slaves. He claimed the 
right to take them with him on the ground that 
they had always lived with him and that he was 
their natural guardian, but on being brought before 
the Court on a writ of habeas corpus, Judge Hays 
declared that they were free, it not being made to 
appear that they were willing to go with him. And 
according to a law of the State in such contingencies 
they were placed under the guardianship of the 
sheriff. The case subsequently came again before 
the Court on a complaint that their former owner, 
in connection with others, was trying]to persuade 
them to leave the care of the sheriff, and go with him 
to Texas under the pretence that they would be free 
there. This time the judge took strong ground in fa- 
vor of the rights of the persons whose liberty was 
at stake, demolished the pretense of their being 
free in Texas, and intimated to the parties who 
were trying to entice them away, that if they did 
not cease they would make themselves liable to be 
dealt with as kidnappers. 


A FEARFUL SH1PWRECK. 

We have thrilling accounts ofthe wreck of the 
packet- ship, John Rutledge, bound from Liverpool 
to New York, with one hundred and twenty passen- 
gers, and a crew of sixteen, from collision with an 
iceberg, only one person so far as is known having 
escaped to tell the tale. The collision took place on 
the 20th of February, between 9 and 10 o’clock in 
the morning. The ship was abandoned about 6 
o’clock the same evening. There were only five 
boats in which to accommodate one hundred and 
thirty persons, and only one of these boats had a 
compass. The last boat that left the ship had thir- 
teen persons on board. For the subsistence of these 
persons there was only one gallon of water, and six 
or eight pounds of bread. Of the other boats no ti- 
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this one is obtained from the only survivor—a lad 
of nineteen years. Day after day dawned to raise 
their spirits anew with hopes of succor, which the 
long and dreary nights turned to the bitterness of 
despair. On the third day one of the crew died; 
then a woman died in the arms of her husband and 
little daughter. When about to give up all hope, 
lo! a brig hove in sight. She was not very far off, 
but, she did not see the boat, and the wind freshen- 
ing, was soon out of sight. With her went all hope. 
A burning thirst induced them to drink salt water, 
which only increased their thirst, and they drank 
eagerly and repeatedly of the fatal fluid. Young 
Nye was the only one wise enough to refrain from 
it; but his earnest appeals had no effect on the rest. 
One by one they grew mad and madder. One after 
another died. As they died, Nye threw their bod- 
ies into the sea as long as his strength lasted. On 
the 6th day there were only himself, a woman, and 
a little girl alive in the boat. Before night the 
child died, and on the day following the woman 
breathed her last. Feeling a strong sense of drow- 
,siness creeping over him, Nye fastened a red shirt 
and a white shirt to an oar, and hoisting it to at- 
tract any passing vessel, he coilei himself up in 
the stern of the boat, and dozed away the hours. 
Occasionally he would rouse himself, and bail out 
the boat, and then lie down again. On the 28th of 
February a ship hove in sight of the lonely boy. 
He says he saw her before those on board discerned 
him, and was sure from the first they would pick 
him up. As they approached him, poor Nye 
groaned, ‘For Jesus Christ’s sake take me out of 
this boat.’ They did take him out. The young 
sailor was transferred to a comfortable cabin, and 
received every possible care. He is now in New 
York city, slowly recovering, and will soon depart 
for his home in New Bedford. 





ITEMS. 


—At a recent meeting of the Fruit- 
Growers’ Society of Western New York, A. Pinney, 
of Clarkson, exhibited Catawba grapes, in a state of 
most perfect preservation, with all the bloom and 
freshness seen when growing on the vine. They were 
preserved simply by hanging up, on the vine, in a 
cellar of the proper temperature and degree of dry- 
ness. 
—Awmong the different parties of men 
now preparing to emigrate to Kansas; in various 
parts of the country, the Independent notices the 
organization of one in Connecticut, mostly from 
New Haven, for whose aid a meeting was lately held 
in one of the Congregational churches of that city. 
The company already numbers seventy-five mem- 
bers, and it is expected will increase to over a hun- 
dred. The meeting was attended by some of the 
principal dignitaries of the city and Yale college ,and 
addresses were made by H. W, Beecher, Prof. Silli- 
man, Dr, Bacon and others. The president of the 
company was a deacon of the church in which the 
meeting was held, and the principal object of the 
gathering was stated to be the furnishing of means 
of defense to the emigrating party. A good deal of 
zeal was manifested in pledging the contribution of 
Sharp’s rifles; some twenty-seven being pledged, on 
condition that twenty-five more be furnished by Mr. 
Beecher’s church in Brooklyn. The minister of the 
church contributed a rifle and a Bible to another 
of his deacons who was of the party. 





The Intellectual vs. the Social. 


The N. Y¥. Evening Post quotes a paragraph 
from the London Times, on the sadly imperfect 
manner in which great lawyers discharge their 
parental duties, and presents some startling con- 
siderations to the attention of men given to intel- 
lectual pursuits, and in fact all who suffer their 
busines to withdraw them from the proper per- 
formance of more important duties. The Times 
remarks, that ‘the family ofa great lawyer is 
most frequently ill brought up; the father is im- 
mersed in business, the mother seldom equal to 
the position to which she is raised; and the 
Post, speaking of the whole class of professional 
men who achieve eminence through the exercise 


of the intellect, says: 

“Such men, when they become fathers, are 
‘immersed in ‘business,’ and are apt to neglect 
their children. This is one of the almost inevitable 
consequences of too prolonged and excessive 
intellectual labor. It prodaces a morbid activity 
of the cerebrum, and gradually enfeebles the 
sentiments and the affections, through which 
children are able to interest their parents and 
secure from them the kind of attentions which 
shape the destiny of the young to good ends.— 
As the strength of the affections becomes feeble, 
the craving for iatellectual enjoyments becomes 
more engrossing; family duties become more irk- 
some, are disposed of more summarily, and finally 
are looked upon as a task which none but simple- 
minded, commonplace people, whose time is of 
little or no value, can afford to submit to. Thus, 
the monument of earthly fame is raised, until 
gradually its summit is buried in everlasting 
snows, which no ray of human sympathy ever 
warms, and where nothing grows but ice. This 
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posed to be most indulgent. Eminence of any 
kind is apt to be respected, at whatever expense 
it is acquired. The mass of men will bow to the 
sceptre of the intellect, though, like that of 
Herod, it cost the lives of all the children ofa 
generation. 

“Nor is this subordination of the affections to 
the intellect confined to men of letters. It is 
quite as common among our men of business, our 
successful merchants. The pleasure of conducting 
a large trade soor supplants the joys of the domes- 
tic circle, and a father readily excuses himself for 
neglecting the society of his children, by the re- 
flection that he is working to accumulate wealth 
for their enjoyment. He flatters himself that he 
toils for his family, but he does no such thing. 
No parent ever toiled for a family whose society 
he neglected. It is to gratify that intellectual in- 
temperance to which we have already alluded, 
which grows by what it feeds on; extirpates the 
sentiment of love from the soul, and makes mon- 
sters of men—monster lawyers, monster judges, 
monster politicians, monster pulpiticians, monster 
merchants, monster contractors, monster specu- 
lators,and many other kinds of monsters, who 
are worshipped as idolatrously, as ignorantly and 
as foolishly, within their respective spheres of in- 
fluence, as those carved and pictured deformities 
which inspire the devotions of the pagan wor- 
shippers ot China and Japan.” 

These remarks bring out with much distinct- 
ness some of the evil results of the practice, al- 
most universal in the world, of giving the head 
the precedence of the heart. The systems of 
education now in vogue bestow a great deal of 
care on the development of the mind and cul- 
tivation of the intellect, and leave the heart 
to take care of itself, wholly unprovided for. 
There is an abundance of mental philosophy, 
but none of social science—plenty of systematic 
instruction as to the best ways of cultivating the 
mind, but none to teach the young and tender 
spirit how to best direct the first gushings forth 
of the heart. In fact, it has become fashionable 
among a certain class of philosophers to ignore 
the existence of such an organ in the human char- 
acter as the heart altogether; but nature will not 
be belied, as the above remarks plainly indicate ; 
and all systems and theories that contain such a 
falsehood will sooner or later be weighed in the 
balances and found wanting. 

The Bible teaches that the heart is the great 
centre of life, and as such is the most important 
department of human nature; all true education 
therefore rightfully commences with the heart 
and the affections, instead of the mind and the 
intellect. When the theories of the world are 
reversed on this subject, and social science—the 
true development of the heart, is made the pri- 
mary department in its schools, we shall look for 
results far different from those indicated above. 
As Bible Communists, we are working in this 
order, and the results of our experience confirm 
the above theory ;- and not only so, but we find 
that the proper education of the heart necessanly 
inoludes the highest cultivation of the mind. 





An Oneida Journal. 

Ranvom Nores.—All-important is the’principle 
of the ascending fellowship. The whole -on 
stitution that God is giving to this Association 
is expressed in the saying, Seek the ascending 
fellowship. If we can establish that principle 
in the world, it will work a revolution in every- 
thing—it will lead to universal and unending im- 
provement. Seek for association with those that 
are better than ourselves. Select out the best that 
we know of—God and those that are nearest to 
him, comprising the spiritual world first, and so 
on through all departments of space and time, 
and say, These are our companions—push all oth- 
ers aside. Applying this principle to history, we 
go back and select the Primitive Church as being 
better than ourselves, and we have to push aside 
the church that intervenes between us and them, in 
order to really come tothem. The Gentile church 
of the ages since, does not represent them, and is 
in a lower position than ours. We must educate 
and civilize and spiritualize the world by this 
principle. Education will come, as well as other 
things, by the ascending fellowship. The whole 
problem is solved by getting men to choose good 
companions. God will make use of the social, 
aggregative instinct to improve and save the 
world. He does not wish to repress that instinct, 
but only to have men meek and teachable enough 
to let him arrange their companionships. Ie 
wishes to place them where they will be all the 
time under an influence attracting them upward 
toward things more noble and good than them- 
selves. Theascending fellowship is identical with 
the true student spirit, and is fitted to take the 
place, in the world’s education, of schools and col- 
leges. Under it education will proceed, as it 
should do, from an impulse of the affection, and 
not from selfish ambition. ‘ Blessed are the meek ; 





is the most unadulterated form of human selfish- 
ness, and yet it is one fur which the world is dis- 


for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are the 





poor in spirit; for theirs is the kingdom of heav- 
en,’ Who are the meek and the poor in spirit ? 
It is they who are lowly enough to look up, and 
willing to be taught. ‘For thus saith the high 
and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose 
name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, 
with him also that is of a contrite and humble 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to re- 
vive the heart of the contrite ones.’ ‘To this 
man will I look, even to him that is poor and of 
a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.’— 
True love is of this character; it is humble, low- 
ly and very respectful. The late criticisms that 
we have had in the Community, have been 
directed to the point of giving ascendency to 
this principle. Ascending fellowship is opposed to 
what we have called the packing together of 
the young, and also to thuse specialties of attach- 
ment which lead people to be swallowed up in each 
other. In proportion 4s we are established in the 
ascending fellowship will be, doubtless, our hberty 
in the horizontal and descending lines. That 
liberty will come only in connection with an ever 
returning, unchangeable attraction towards God. 


A New Business.—It has been proposed by 
our Horticulturists to commence on a small scale 
the present season, the cultivation of the Osier 
Willow; and about twenty-five dollars have been 
expended for this purpose. The cultivation of 
the Willow, and its manufacture into baskets, &c., 
will prove, it is thought, a pleasant and profita- 
able branch of industry. From our present be- 
ginning, the business may be gradually enlarged 
to any desirable extent. 

Monday, March 31.—Two or three robins 
have been seen on the domain, singing their carol 
of praise. They must be regarded as pioneers— 
bold fellows, who, having concluded that it is 
time we were enjoying warm weather, have paid 
us a visit to make observations on the subject.— 
Wonder what they think of our fine snow-banks! 
Correspondents write from Putney, Vt., that rob- 
ins have been seen there this spring; and from 
Wallingford, Ct., we learn that tulips and daffo- 
dils are showing their heads above ground. 

Arrivats.—Mr. Skinner, E. Y. J., and T. M., 
from the Putney Commune; P. A. S. from Mass. 

Departures.—Mr. Cragin for New York city 
and Wallingford; R. S. De Latre for Drummond- 
ville, C. W.; a detachment of seven persons for 
the Wallingford Commune—H. T., J. A., J. R., 
G. E. C., H. W. H., G. J. S.. M. B. 


Table Calk--by J. §. N. 
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TWO-FOLD MANIFESTATION OF EVIL. 

The same spirit that tempts people to 
excess in eating, afterward accuses and 
abuses them. The devil seduced Adam 
and Eve into disobedient alimentiveness, 
and then took advantage of it to bring 
them under accusation, and make them 
ashamed of themselves; and we find we 
experience the same treatment from him 
in our use of the enjoyments of this life. 
It is one and the same spirit that excites 
a morbid and greedy appetite, and then 
torments people with the laziness, sen- 
suality and indigestion that result from 
it. It sometimes works in the@second 
form after it has lost its power in the first, 
producing indigestion and self-condemna- 
tion, when it is not able to seduce people 
into excess. In many cases the moral 
principle may have entirely overcome the 
morbid appetite, but there is still a ten- 
dency to reaction ; you may eat in inno- 
cence, but if you are so weak as to be 
unable to assert your innocence, you will 
be exposed to the condemned spirit. The 
way to overcome this spirit in both its 
forms of temptation is to believe that 
Christ is stronger than it is—that he is 
more subtle and mighty, and feel perfectly 
free to refuse to submit to it, whichever 
form it takes, in the name, and by the 
grace of Christ. The spirit of peace is 
the opposite of this turmoil in our alimen- 
tive experience. ‘Let the peace of God 
rule in your hearts,’ and it will rule in 
your eating and drinking, and in your di- 
gestion-—you will eat with moderation, 
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and digest what you eat in peace; but if 
you are weak and unable to assert the 
power of the peace of God, you may eat 
moderately, but you will be open to the 
spirit of condemnation. Good results do 
not depend. so much upon the quantity 
we eat as upon the spirit in which we eat 
and digest our food. 
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LOOKING UNTO JESUS. 

While oppressed with a sense of my 
own unworthiness and imperfections, and 
tempted with egotistical thoughts, a short 
time since, these words of Paul to the 
Hebrews—‘ Looking unto Jesus, the au- 
thor and finisher of our faith’—came to 
my mind with peculiar force, and gave 
me relief and comfort. Looking at my- 
self, I saw nothmg good—my whole con- 
sciousness seemed pervaded with evil, 
and I longed to escape from my own 
thoughts, and have my attention de- 
livered from the spell of egotism which 
held it captive. At this crisis the words, 
‘ Looking unto Jesus,’ flashed through my 
mind like a sunbeam, banishing the whole 
brood of evil thoughts and surmisings— 
Christ was presented to me as my right- 
eousness, sanctification, and complete re- 
demption ; and I fled to him for refuge 
from the temptations and buffetings of* 
Satan. ‘Looking unto Jesus,’ &c., were 
the magic words which broke the spell, 
and turned the current of my thoughts 
and attention into the channel of peace 
and justification. The lesson taught, was 
the renunciation of self, and a fresh recog- 
nition of Christ as ‘ the author, and fin- 
isher of our faith’—as the only medium 
to us of whatsoever is pure, and lovely, 
and of good report. W. H.W. 


THE RESURRECTION, 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead is the great fact, lying at the 
foundation of all our hopes, which invites 
our most earnest attention ; it is the key 
that unlocks the mystery of God, and 
opens life and immortality to men—the 
key-stone of the arch built up of signs and 
wonders wrought out for the people of God 
since the world began, to confirm their 
faith in the power, wisdom and love of our 
heavenly Father. It is the seal of God 
set to the life-commission and legitimacy 
of Christ—the declaration of power that 
he is the Son of God, the gift of God to 
a perishing world. Here we find a special, 
personal interest in the resurrection.— 
From a perishing condition we cry unto 
him, who is the resurrection and the life 
We pray for his Holy Spirit ; that we may 
come to him; that we may with Mary 
sit at his feet, learn the process of over- 
coming death, and know the power of the 
resurrection ;—that we may see him as he 
is, and as mediums of his grace and truth 
introduce him again to a perishing world 
as the assurance of God’s everlasting love. 

L. H. 





CORRESPONDENCE, 


FROM OHIO. 

Cincinnati, March 20, 1855. 
Dear Frrenps:—As I have again be- 
come settled for atime, and desire to 
continue reading the Circular, and to 
correspond occasionally with you, I write 
to let you know of ny present residence. 
I hope you will be so kind as to send me 
the Circular. I have not seen it fora few 
weeks, and realize the need of it very 
much. I would not like to be without it. 
I believe it to be the medium of truth 
that will eventually save the world. I de- 
sire anew to confess my adherence to 





Communism ; and the doctrines taught 
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by your Association. The Berean and the 
Circular are about all the religious books 
that I read, with the exception of the 
Bible. They cheer me in my isolated 
position, and teach me patience, and to 
wait on the Lord, knowing that he will |n 
make all things work together for good 
‘to them that love him. I was last night 





well under chastisement. 
with me in the Community have been 
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shall not attempt to express the fullness 
of my heart, but let the tide of feeling 
expend itself in a renewed effort and pur- 
pose to know Christ, anc appreciate his 
dealings with me, through the Commu- 


ity. May God give me grace to behave 
God’s dealings 


reading in the Circular a ‘ Home-Talk’ |‘ like the fuller’s soap and refiner’s fire,’ 


by J. H. N.; it was on the Doctrine of 
Presentiment, and I was much edified by 
it, and know that there is truth in it. |g 
I confess anew my adherence to the truth 
as it isin Christ. I desire to contribute 


in purging out the old leaven and mak- 
ing way for the new. I am satisfied the 


reat lesson God intended to have me 


learn is moderation—to get the naturally 
ardent and impetuous workings of my 


something to the cause, and in this you/life under control, so that I might be a 


wili find two Dollars. It is a small sum, 
but it is free. The time may come when 
I will be able to give my all. Yours in 
the faith once delivered to the saints, 
T. G. 


FROM CANADA WEST. 
Port Rowan, March 28, 1856. 
BeLovep Frienps:—I want to tell 
you how grateful I have felt lately for the 
spirit of thankfulness. Reading the ex- 
pression of it in the Circular from so 
many of our dear brothers and sisters has 
made me wish to contribute mine also.— 
I am thankful for many things, but above 
all for afflictions, Like our dear Lord, 1 
have borne the cross through life. It was 
the means of weaning me very much from 
the world when quite young,—of giving 
me a desire for something better ; but I 
qhad not vital union with Christ until]a 
within the last fifteen years,—since which 
time I have suffered much in the body, 
with a joyful spirit, and feel that as the 
sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our 
consolation also aboundeth by Christ.— | tl 
How great is his mercy toward us in hav- 
ing chosen us, when we were in every 
way unworthy of him, out of the world, 
and taken such pains to refine and edu- 
cate us for his kingdom, where, when 
our education is complete, we shall enjoy 
his precious society without alloy for 
eternity. 


‘*The thorn, it is poignant but precious to me, 
As the message of merey which led me to Thee.’ 


I inclose a mite for our dear friend the 
Circular, for which, too, I am very thank- | 'T 
ful, and remain yours, &c. 


FROM NEW YORK. 

Manlius, March 31, 1856. 

Dear OnerpaA Frienps: * * #* 
Be assured my heart is with you in work- 
ing out the problem of true social life. 
What has been said in the Circular of 
late on that subject has been encouraging 
to my heart. I clearly see that a revolu- 
tion of society as it is, is very important 
and desirable for the prosperity and ad- 
vancement of mankind. I feel like pub- 
licly renewing my confession of Christ as 
a Savior from sin, also my union with the 


safe medium of his Spirit. 
mourn my slowness in this respect asa 
scholar ; but, on the whole, think I have 
occasion to rejoice and be thankful for 
what has been accomplished. 


I sometimes 


I have found comfort and edification 


in reading the 9th No. of the Circular 
this morning, and thank God for such a 
medium of the family-spirit of Heaven. 


A. W. C. 


FROM ILLINOIS, 
Freeport, March 23, 1856. 


DEAR BROTHERS AND Sisters: I have 


often felt a diffidence, and want of free- 
dom in writing to you, a sort of unex- 
plainable lack of appetite, which has giv- 
en me pain, and brought me under con- 
demnation. 
to remove the difficulty to make the cause 


I have concluded, in order 


subject of special investigation. 
Diffidence or confusion results from a 


chaotic mind, muddy and without inspir- 
ation ; asort of inertia, characterized by 
and referable only to the magnetism of 


1e devil. That I have been badly af- 


flicted with this laziness, I now see. I 
appreciate the advantage the enemy took, 
and hope by confessing Christ that I shall 
gain a victory in this direction, and be 
freed from all restraint. 
always seemed like a hateful thing to 
me, and yet always in the way of my 
improvement. 
perfect lover, not according to the world’s 
definitions, but according to the stand- 
ard of Christ and the church-resurrected. 


Timidity has 


I want to grow to be 4 


rue unity can never be attained un- 


8. L. {til all fear is cast out, until there is 
true modesty, and inspired reciprocity of 
spiritual goods, and of course true free- 
dom. 
elear perception, and more of the ‘ bread 
of life,’ that I may have life in me, that 
I may appreciate the goodness of God in 
raising up a church which cares for all 
our spiritual and temporal wants. 


To further this end, I pray for 


I saw Bro. G——, a short time since, 


and spoke to him about writing to you. 
He said he must and would. I said to 
him, that the Circular is a weekly let- 
ter from the church to us, and that we 
ought to testify our gratitude by writ- 


that we consider faith in Christ, as a 
present Savior from sin, as the first re- 
quisite for membership. In the second 
place, we think it indispensable that be- 
fore we receive any person as a member, 
we should have some satisfactory acquain- 
tance with him, or her, either by corres- 
pondence or otherwise. For further in- 
formation concerning our principles, I 
must refer you to our publications. I 
send you two or three numbers of ‘ The 
Circular, by examining which you may 
find some ot the information you desire, 
and be better able to form a correct judg- 
ment of the character and principles of 
our Association. You will also, in the 
column of advertisements, see notices of 
our different publications, and how you 
can obtain them, if you desire to do so. 
Whoever seeks for union with us, should 
acquaint himself faithfully with our prin- 
ciples, and soberly count the cost of a 
practical profession of them. J. L. 8. 


We purloin the following from a private let- 
ter, dated at one of the Communes: 

“T have thought a good deal lately 
about the circumstances we are placed in, 
to give us an experience that should en- 
title us toa reward. A great deal is 
said in the New Testament about a re- 
ward, and in order to get a ‘ reward’ there 
must be endurance—a service rendered. 
We cannot expect to earn a reward un- 
less God first sets us to work—gives us a 
job. In this view it isa real occasion of 
rejoicing when we are called to contend 
with principalities, and to fight a fight ot 
faith. What a glorious reward to hope 
for, that God will sometime say, ‘ well 
done, good and faithful servants. As we 
are partakers of Christ’s righteousness, so 
we shall be ofhisreward. I confess Christ 
a spirit of faithfulness and endurance 
unto the end. With love to you all, 
Your brother in the gospel. _‘E. H. H. 





From Life Illustrated. 
Something About Surnames. 


Adam needed no surname: and for ages af- 
ter his death one name for each person was, in 
most cases, considered sufficient. Abraham, 
Pharaoh, Cyrus, Ulysses, Xerxes, Romulus, 
Caradoc, and Arminius were probably known to 
their respective cotemporaries, as to us, by the 
simple appellations by which we have here 
designated them. In these ages all names 
were significant, and were given with direct 
reference to their well-understood meaning. 
The Bible, Homer, and other ancient works, 
abound in proofs and illustrations of this re- 
mark. 

But the difficulty of distinguishing cotémpo- 
raries designated by a common appellation, or 
some other cirenmstanee, led to the adoption 
of an additional name. This was generally 
either the patronymic (the father’s name}, or 
a word expressive of the country, profession, 
or personal qualities of the individual, as, Josh- 
ua son of Nun; Icarus son of Deedalus; Hero- 
dotus of Halicarnassus ; Polycletes the Seulp- 


We have seen that second names were occa- 
sionally used at a very early period. As civ- 
ilization advanced and population increased, 
these became more necessary and more numer- 
ous, and gradually assumed the form of hered- 
itary surnames. Asin the case of the Hebrews 
and other ancient tribes, the patronymic or 
father-name became, among many modern na- 
tions, the source of a large class of surnames. 
Such names as Wilson, Thompson, Peterson, 
and Jackson will, of course, occur to the read- 
er, but it is not so generally known that Mac- 
donald, Fitzgerald, Petrowsky, and all sur- 
nominal designations of the classes to which 
they belong, so a similar origin ; yet such is 
the fact ; mac among the Scotch and Irish, siz 
(a corruption of the French fils) among the old 
Normans, and sky among the Poles, signifying 
son. So Macdonald is simply son of Donald, 
Fitzgerald, son of Gerald, and Petrowsky, son 
of Peter, or Peterson. - Still fewer persons sus- 
pect that Powel, Proger, Pritchard, and many, 
other names commencing with P, are found in 
the same category, though it can be clearly 
shown that they are mere corruptions of the 
Welch ap (son of) Howel, ap Roger, ap Rich- 
ard, ete. Oy or O?” signifies grandson, and 
O’Brian is therefore the grandson of Brias. 
This prefix is peculiar to the Irish, we believe. 

Next in order, perhaps, among the sources 
of our surnames, comes the place of residence. 
To distinguish from each other persons bear- 
ing the same name, the address (as we should 
express it) was often very naturally appended. 
In old documents of the time of Edward IIT. 
of England, are found such designations as the 
following : 

Johes in the lane, Thomas at the wood, 

William at Byshope Gate, Stephen in the willows, 

Peter atte the Bell, Stephen de Portico, 

Johes o’ the Shephouse, Johes up the Pende. 

From these appellations there arose, in pro- 
cess of time, such surnames as Lane, Bishop- 
gate, Bell, Wood or Atwood, ete. 

Ina manner equally obvious and natural 
came a Jarge class of names derived from occu- 
pation, in which almost every trade and pro- 
fession known among men is represented. For 
instance, in the old documents already refer- 
red to, and others of a somewhat later date, we 
often find the occupation instead of the place of 
residence affixed to the personal name, as : 

Johes le Tailour, Thom le Fytheler, 

Giles the Smith, Will the Burder, 

Peter le Couper, Thomas the Stringer, 

Roger le Coke. John the Fletcher. 

To these we may trace our surnames, Tay- 
lor, Smith, Coop«r, Cook, Fletcher, ete. 





More Mistakes, 


‘Not as I know;’ say, that I know. 

‘Have you shook the table-cloth?’ say, shaken. 

‘He soon returned back:’ leave out back, 
which is implied by re in returned 

‘ He is seldom or ever out of town:’ say, seldom 
or never, or, seldom if ever. 

‘Brutus and Aruns killed one another :’ say, 
each other, which is more proper. But many 
similar instances which occur in the New Testa- 
ment, as, ‘ Beloved, love one another,’ and others 
no less beautiful and cherished, have rendered 
this form of expression common, and almost un- 
exceptionable. 

‘The number of emigrants avriving in this 
country is increasing and alarming:’ say, immi- 
grants. Emigrants are those going out from a 
country ; immigrants those coming into it. 

‘It is some distance from our house :’ say, at 
some distance, &c. 

‘I shall call upon him: say on him. 
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Community, as the exponent of Christ’s 
kingdom in these later times of the Gen- 
tile church, in the development of true 
social life. Although isolated and alone, 
as it were, my heart is made to rejoice in 


ing and supplying means as God gives 
us ability. Printing the Circular, and 
publishipg the gospel of Christ through 
it, isa work that should have our concen- 
trated energies,—a plank upon which all 


tor; Diogenes the Cynic. 

The Romans had a more complete system of 
personal nomenclature than any nation possess- 
es at the present day. They had three names 
for each individual—the prenomen, the nomen, 
The first denoted the in- 


‘First of all I shall give you a lesson in French, 
and last of all in music:’ omit of alt in both in- 
stances, as unnecessary. 

‘Tt rains, and I want an umbrella the worst 
kind? say, ‘I am greatly in want,’ &c. An um- 


ONAL TTS 


the fact that my education is going on, 
and that what is worked out by you is 
gain for me also, I feel that the day-star 


true believers may stand. Ali other in- 
terests will take care of themselves,. Read 
Christ and Paul from the beginning of 
their career, and we shall find that not a 





is rising, and that better times are before 
us, Iam thankful for all my past expe- 
rience, and will trust God for grace to 
keep me from false sympathy, and to dis- 
connect me from all false connections, I}); 
expect to get where I shall not be affected 
by evil influences. The Lord bless you 
all with the pure streams of life. With 
much love to you all, Iam yours both 
now and forever, L. W. W. 


particle of anxiety was suffered to disturb 
their minds in regard to the things of this 
life, 


Paul declared openly and boldly as 
8 platform, thathe ‘ determined to know 


nothing but Christ and him crucified.’ 
Such a gospelis the one thing needful, 
now in our day. : 


% ad J. R. 


An inquirer in Illinois writes as follows : 
* Being somewhat tinctured with Com- 


FROM NEW YORK. munism, I should like to know how I 


Fairport, March 23, 1856. 


Dear Faienps:—I am stepping for 
the Sabbath with Mr. H., and propose to |sh 
spend a portion of the time in communi- 
cating with you. 

My heart desires expression ; and I 
must tell you, though it be for ‘the 
thousandth time,’ of my love for Christ 
and his people. And first of all I wish 
to express my thankfulness for personal | be 
discipline in the school of Christ. I 





would fit into your Community. 
tell me, by next course of mail, how I 


Please 


ould be qualified, and all that may be 


necessary for me to know ; so that I may 
not come from the distance, and be dis- 
appointed.” 

The following is the substance of a letter 
written in reply to the above: 


“Tn answer to your inquiries, it may 
stated, in the first place, that our As- 


sociation isa religious one, and hence 


and the cognomen. 
dividua], and corresponded with our Christian 
or given name, the second marked the gens or 
clan, and the third distinguished the family. 
For instance, in Publius Cornelius Scipio, 
Publius corresponded to our Johu, Thomas, or 
William ; Cornelius pointed out the gens, 
and Scipio conveyed the information that the 
individual in questiun belonged to the particu- 
lar family of the Cornelii, which deseended 
from the pious Scipio, who, from his practice 
of leading about his aged and blind father, 
thus figuratively became his scipio or staff. 
Sometimes persons received a fourth name, or 
agnomen, often commemorative of conquests, 
and borrowed from the hostile country, as, Af- 
ricanus, Germanicus. In addressing the per- 
son the pranomen was generally employed, as it 
was peculiar to citizens, slaves having no pre- 
nomen. 

Long before the general introduction of sur- 
names, we meet with such double names as 
Richard Coeur de Lion, Pepin le Bref, Henry 
the Fowler, Charles the Bald, Harold Harefoot 
(probably a swift runner,) Joan le Boouf, 
William Rufus, (William the red haired), 
Charles the Simple, Edward L ongshanks, but 
these are rather sowbriquets and nicknames than 





family designations, and were not hereditary. 


brella of the worst kind would not be likely to an- 
swer the best of purposes on a rainy day! 

To hear and to listen have each distinct 
degrees of meaning. ‘fo hear implies no effort or 
particular attention. To listen implies some eager- 
ness tohear. An old proverb says, ‘They that listen 
seldom hear any good of theinsel ves,’ 

‘Whethert he will or no:’ say, not. The rea- 
son of this correction is clearly seen by supplying 
what is needed to completethe sense: Whether he 
will or will not. 

‘Seven lads were present, and he gave them al/ 
a book:’ say, gave them eacha bcok. All refers 
to a number of persons or tuings taken collective- 
ly, as one body ; each refers to every individual, 
separately considered. 

Be careful to use the hyphen (-) correctly: it 
joins compound words, and words broken by the 
ending of a line. The use of the hyphen will ap- 
pear more clearly from the following example: 
‘many colored wings’ means many wings which 
are colored; but ‘many-colored wings’ means 
wings of many colors.’ 

‘A father divided a portion of his property 
among his two children, and the remainder he 
distributed between the poor:’ say, between his 
two children, and among the poor. Between is 
applicable to two only, among to three or more. 
—Five Hundred Mistakes Correceed. 

ES CSE LE TT I FT LE Te ET ET AN 


LETTERS NOT OTHERWISE ACKNOWLEDGED.—R. M. 








Bell ; John Hale; Julia Sanderson. 
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